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the existing reporting requirements are inadequate to deal with the problem of hate 
crimes, since the majority of hate crimes on college campuses do not result in murder, 
rape, or aggravated assault; and omitting certain hate crimes from official campus crime 
reports deprives students and their parents of important information needed to protect 
students and to make informed decisions in choosing a college or university.

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act of 2009
The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009 is named 
after two victims of hate crimes. Matthew Shepard attended the University of Wyoming. 
In 1998, he was assaulted because he was perceived to be a homosexual; he died from 
his injuries. Also in 1998, James Byrd Jr., an African-American man, was tied to a truck 
by white supremacists and then dragged and decapitated. The act states that it is unlaw-
ful to willfully cause bodily injury, or attempt to do so, with a dangerous weapon when 
the offense is committed because of the actual or perceived race, color, religion, national 
origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability of any person.21 This act 
gives the FBI authority to investigate violent hate crimes, including those aimed at the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community.22

Model State Legislation: Hate Crimes/Violence 
Against People Experiencing Homelessness
The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty and the National Coalition for 
the Homeless advocated for state legislation that includes homelessness in hate crime 
statutes. They proposed a model state legislation for hate crimes/violence against people 
experiencing homelessness. The National Coalition for the Homeless reported that 
more communities across the country are actively addressing this problem. For instance, 
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